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On Tuesday, freshly-inau-
gurated Associated Student 
Body President Austin Pow-
ell has vetoed a ticketing bill 
aimed at diversifying stu-
dent leadership that passed 
through the senate 26-1-1.
The bill’s proposed system 
would have allowed two can-
didates to run on optional 
ticket for the positions of Mr. 
Ole Miss and Miss Ole Miss 
during the General Election as 
well as ASB officers during the 
Spring General Election.
Although Powell killed the 
bill, he said he is still adamant 
that positive changes should 
be made in ASB election pro-
cesses and overall governance.
Powell said he thinks any 
major changes should begin 
with plenty of research and 
student opinions. He released 
a statement earlier in the week 
regarding his decision to veto.
“By doing more thorough 
research, it will be evident 
in the way the bill is written 
that it is taking into account 
the student voice that would 
be heard from open forums 
and sessions about what a fair 
election process would poten-
tially look like,” Powell said. 
“If a similar bill came to be-
fore the senate floor, I would 
highly encourage that the lan-
guage and points in the bill 
have substantive research on 
what actual Ole Miss students 
are saying in regards to the 
needs of our campus. I would 
also encourage other senators 
to not only research a ticket 
system bill, but also maybe 
look into how other SEC cam-
puses host elections.”
Former ASB President Rod 
Bridges said he disagreed with 
the decision to veto the bill.
“I’m pretty disappoint-
ed, honestly,” Bridges said. 
“This bill wasn’t meant to be 
a catch-all for the underlying 
problems in our elections pro-
cess, but it was to be an in-
tentional step forward in en-
couraging students from more 
backgrounds to participate in 
elections.”
The bill was praised for 
encouraging collaborative 
campaigning for students 
who were not as financially 
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“Ev e r y o n e knows not to mess with this guy. You 
don’t even buy drugs from 
him unless you’re hardcore. 
The cops had me crack him 
because they knew I was hard-
core.”
University of Mississippi 
student and multiple drug 
offender who requested ano-
nymity, was talking about his 
first drug bust as a confiden-
tial informant for the Lafay-
ette County Metro Narcotics 
Unit. He successfully helped 
the police arrest a major deal-
er in the Memphis area.
The CI, who says he had 
previously been arrested for 
the possession of marijuana 
and other drugs, said he was 
“pretty much forced” to join 
the confidential informant 
program. But by doing so, in 
an attempt to avoid another 
mark on his criminal record, 
he put himself and his iden-
tical twin brother in a much 
more serious situation.
“I knew it was coming for 
me when my other dealers 
and other people I know who 
do drugs found out that I 
was behind this,” the CI said. 
“I got my ass beat. People 
couldn’t believe I was on the 
other side, but I felt pressured 
and I did it and it’s done. Peo-
ple were after me.”
Although physically identi-
cal, the brothers are nothing 
alike. The twin said he doesn’t 
do drugs but knows people 
within his brother’s circle who 
do. After the CI made his first 
bust, people warned his twin 
about the threats being made.
“Of course these big dealers 
don’t know that he has a twin 
brother. You don’t go into 
your personal lives with these 
people,” the twin said. “You 
get the drugs and get out. 
That’s why it was scary for us 
when people were, and proba-
bly still are, after my brother. 
We are literally identical.”
The twin said he never got 
hurt but still lives in fear be-
cause people recognize him, 
even a year after the original 
drug bust.
“There have been plenty of 
times where someone is look-
ing at me, and I can see it in 
their face. They stop in their 
tracks,” the twin said. “Con-
fused look, stare, whisper 
to the person next to them. 
I already know what they’re 
thinking: they think I’m (the 
CI).”
These brothers are an ex-
ample of a drug culture that 
exists on the Ole Miss cam-
pus. Though authorities say 
it mostly involves marijuana 
and the abuse of prescription 
drugs such as Xanax and Ad-
derall and is no more wide-
spread here than at other uni-
versity campuses — it exists.
A year ago, a stunning sto-
ry broke. Last April, national 
news outlet BuzzFeed wrote 
a story highlighting the La-
fayette County Metro Nar-
cotics Unit and its use of 
college-aged confidential in-
Oxford’s confidential informants 
A year after the local Narcotics Unit was in the national spotlight, University officials, local leadership continue to debate the merits of 
college-aged confidential informants. An internal evaluation of the unit is expected July 1.
By Lana Ferguson
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Stress-less with Union Unplugged
PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT




Melissa Flynn pets Lena the dog at Union Unplugged Tuesday as a part of the Office of Health 
Promotion’s stress-less events before finals week. 
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Recently Hip Hop mogul Bryan “Birdman” Williams 
sent the nation into a media frenzy after his five-minute 
appearance on The Breakfast Club—an American 
syndicated Radio Show based in New York City. Last 
Friday, Birdman showed up to the Breakfast Club hot 
as fish grease, demanding the radio show personalities 
“put some respeck” on his name.
Like Birdman, I am hot as fish grease.  I am sick and 
tired of paying for lectures and having to listen to arid 
and lackluster professors lecture on x, y and z.
It is my humble opinion that teachers should exude 
confidence and enthusiasm while teaching. Why 
should I, as a student, care about the subject when the 
professor lecturing is as dull and monotonous as a Ben 
Stein Dry Eyes Commercial?
One would think that a teacher, after witnessing her 
students on a daily basis probe their Facebook profiles 
instead of pay attention to her, would reexamine her 
teaching style; however, some professors just don’t get 
the hint—or maybe they just don’t care.
Whatever the reason might be, if you tend to have a 
reserved or introverted personality then you should not 
teach. In addition, if you are a grad student teaching 
just to incur some free coins or a prorated tuition, 
but strongly could care less about student success or 
teaching in general, then you should not teach.
Teaching goes far beyond being able to master and 
comprehend material. Instead, educators should be 
flamboyant, engaging and approachable facilitators 
of wisdom and practicality who usher students onto 
paths of intellectual inquiry and adventure.
So please, professors everywhere, in the words of the 
late Bob Marley, “Lively up yourself,” and put some 
“respeck” on my time!
Malik R. Pridgeon is a sophomore public policy 
leadership major form Cordova, Tennessee.
Professors: Can you please respect my time?
LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
Imagine working tirelessly 
for hours on a final project. 
You’re proofreading, study-
ing and checking all facts. 
Now take that final project, 
print it off 14,000 times and 
let everyone you know and 
hundreds of people you don’t 
know proofread it, judge it 
and tell you what you’ve done 
wrong. Do that everyday for 
an entire year. Then you un-
derstand what it is like to be 
the editor-in-chief of The Dai-
ly Mississippian.logan
This position is one of the 
most challenging tasks I have 
ever had in my life, but also 
one of the most rewarding. 
The people I have met, the 
places I’ve been, the things 
that I have learned, especial-
ly about myself, tell me every 
sleepless night was absolutely 
worth it. I knew coming into 
this position that I would 
grow as a writer, but I didn’t 
realize the extent to which I 
would grow as a person. My 
opinions on many issues have 
changed fundamentally just 
by witnessing sides of issues I 
hadn’t before.
Each story I covered 
brought a brand new perspec-
tive on the things happening 
around me. 
I remember getting a phone 
call over the summer when 
I was in Oxford and it was 
someone telling me the first 
same-sex marriage would 
be conducted in the next 10 
minutes. I rushed over to the 
courthouse not really know-
ing what to expect, and it was 
a day that I’ll never forget. Be-
fore covering this story I was 
indifferent on the subject, but 
that changed when I saw gen-
uine happiness and joy. This 
is what journalism is. Docu-
menting and telling people 
what it was like to be in the 
room.
Covering the removal of the 
Mississippi state flag from 
campus gave me a new per-
spective on the topic as well. 
The flag may not offend you, 
but seeing the anger and the 
fear that is present in the eyes 
of those you interview showed 
me that there needed to be 
a change. So, together as a 
staff we wrote an editorial. 
We each wrote a column on 
why the state flag should be 
removed from our campus, 
putting pressure on the As-
sociated Student Body and on 
the administration. The work 
my team put in to cover this 
story really showed me what 
journalism, and in particular 
this newspaper, can do for 
this state and for the nation. 
This paper is becoming a cat-
alyst for change.
Everyone who knows me 
knows I wear the title of being 
editor of the DM as a badge of 
honor, but it’s not about the ti-
tle. It’s about putting together 
a team of passionate report-
ers, teaching and preparing 
them to be better journalists. 
My staff was incredible and I 
have cried and will cry when 
I have to leave them behind. 
But trust me, I am leaving 
y’all in good hands. The new 
editor-in-chief Clara Turnage 
and managing editor Lana 
Ferguson are unbelievably 
talented and I just hope they 
put me to shame with how 
well they will do next year.
At a very young age I was 
always told I wasn’t a great 
writer. Time and time again, 
my writing failed to keep up 
with my peers. I was embar-
rassed and scared because I 
wasn’t getting any better, but 
I did get better. I want my sto-
ry to encourage everyone who 
doubts themselves to go out 
there and give it your all be-
cause people will notice your 
hard work and your eagerness 
to get better.
My advice to the new staff 
and to those reading this col-
umn: things are never going 
to be easy, they will only get 
tougher. 
Just promise me that you 
won’t let that stop you. Take 
every negative thing people 
say or that happens to you 
and let if fuel you. This is your 
life. Who can tell you not to 
fulfill your dream?
Take risks because the safe 
way is not always the right 
way. I will, however, make 
a promise to you.  Mark my 
words. One day you will be 
reading a story from a nation-
al or international source and 
my name will be attached to 
it. So, don’t look at this as a 
goodbye, but as a see you lat-
er.
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Thursday, May 5 
5 pm at Off Square Books
ON THE SQUARE 
IN OXFORD
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details or  
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1535 University Ave. 662.234.9911 Mon - Sat: 9:30am - 7pm
20% off Mani & Pedi
for students, faculty, and staff
Please bring coupon.
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If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.





Honors College Room 016
28822
B.a. in PSycHology





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Internal Displacement in 
Ukraine: The Government’s 






B. a. in inTernaTional 
STudieS





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Read Me:  
The Emergence of  




Bishop Hall Room 103
28821
B.a. in engliSH
Directed by: Kathryn McKee
LOGAN KIRKLAND
ltkirkla@go.olemiss.edu
Farewell: Logan Kirkland, outgoing editor in chief
COLUMN
Get the latest info online at www.theDMonline.com    |    Oxford and Ole Miss news no matter where you are
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If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“G-quadruplex  




Faser Hall Room 205
28824
B.S. in PHarmaceuTical 
ScienceS





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Dreams About Food:  
Stories by Ben Ingram”
Wednesday, May 4
at 10:00 am
Honors College Room 026
28804
B.a. in engliSH





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Keeping Students in School: 
An Analysis of Dropout 
Prevention Efforts in the 
Canton Public School District”
Wednesday, May 4
at 1:00 pm
Odom Hall Room 101
28825
B.a. in PuBlic Policy 
leaderSHiP





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Auteurs of Revolution:  
The Work of Godard, 
Pasolini, and Antonioni and 
the Student Protests of 1968”
Wednesday, May 4
at 10:00 am
Bishop Hall Room 104
28823
B.a. in HiSTory





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Stuck in Traffic:  
The Effects of  






B.a. in PoliTical Science
Directed by: Matthew DiGiuseppe
formants. The article used 
anonymous sources to tell 
the personal accounts of CIs, 
leaders within the unit, Uni-
versity officials, lawyers and 
more.
The unit was founded in the 
1980s, when similar opera-
tions were being established 
across the nation in the war on 
drugs. Lafayette County, the 
City of Oxford and the Uni-
versity of Mississippi equally 
fund the program, each pay-
ing $100,000 a year. A mem-
ber from each of the funders 
sits on a “control board.” The 
board is composed of Univer-
sity Police Chief Tim Potts, 
Oxford Police Chief Joey 
East and Deputy Sheriff Scott 
Mills. The director of the unit 
works with and reports to the 
board. There are four full-
time officers that work with 
the unit in addition to the di-
rector and control board.
The issue that the Universi-
ty was funding a confidential 
informant program that puts 
its students at high-risk for 
harm was brought to the sur-
face by the BuzzFeed article. 
The CI program and narcotics 
unit, previously virtually un-
known to much of the public, 
came under harsh scrutiny.
Then the media firestorm 
spread. BuzzFeed published 
follow-up articles, CBS’ high-
ly popular 60 Minutes ran a 
segment on CIs with special 
mention of the University of 
Mississippi in December, and 
local media outlets like The 
Daily Mississippian, The Ox-
ford Eagle and NewsWatch 
reported on the unit. Cover-
age continued to publicize the 
unit in a negative way.
University students were 
speaking out about how they 
were pressured by the unit to 
join the CI program, as if they 
had no other choice, about the 
danger the program put them 
in and of being mistreated by 
members of the unit.
If there was ever a time for 
the University and Oxford-La-
fayette community to speak 
up about its involvement with 
the unit, it was now, and they 
did.
Vice Chancellor for Student 
Affairs Brandi Hephner La-
banc said in an interview that 
the conversation around the 
University and unit’s part-
nership had been ongoing for 
years before the articles were 
published. 
The University’s involve-
ment with the program even 
influenced the hiring last 
June of the new University 
Police Chief Tim Potts, who 
had experience working with 
similar programs at other 
universities and helping to 
accredit police agencies.
“Do I love the program? No. 
That’s the honest answer,” 
Labanc said. “Our other op-
tion is to not be a part of it 
and have no say. So, if we 
weren’t engaged in any way, 
the city and county would still 
do this.”
She said the partnership is 
a double-edged sword and 
the University is working to 
be good partners in the unit 
and she believes the majority 
of students are impacted in 
a positive way because of the 
work the unit does.
“For me it’s about how we 
create a culture where the 
vast majority of our students 
can be successful, and educat-
ed about the choices they’re 
making, and that they make 
good choices,” Labanc said.
Mike Watts, an attorney 
with the Holcomb Dunbar 
firm in Oxford, has had cas-
es dealing with drugs and the 
narcotics unit since the late 
‘80s, early ‘90s. He has de-
fended many clients, some of 
whom worked with the nar-
cotics unit as CIs. The CIs 
were given a strict time peri-
od to complete the deals and 
were expected to make those 
INFORMANTS
continued from page 1
PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS
The Lafayette Metro Narcotics Unit’s office is located on the second floor of this municipal building, just off the Square on North Lamar.
deadlines.
Watts said no matter the 
location, confidential infor-
mants are always at danger of 
being hurt or killed. However, 
there are two sides to every 
story and the narcotics unit is 
no different.
“To have an effective drug 
program there has to be some 
sort of something that con-
fidential informants can be 
involved in,” Watts said. “On 
the other hand, when a sys-
tem is used where you are not 
targeting real drug dealers but 
instead looking for trouble in 
the community, you are going 
to have a lot of issues. It’s a 
case-by-case basis.”
Dave Luna, a University 
Police patrolman, has been 
working with those cases on 
campus for two years now. 
He said he deals with a drug 
bust every night he is on duty, 
the most common drugs being 
marijuana and prescription 
pills.
“CIs are a valuable part of 
any narcotics enforcement,” 
Luna said. “Without them you 
don’t have an inside scoop, 
especially the hard stuff that’s 
harder to get a hold of. The CI 
program has made an impact 
with the drug trade on cam-
pus and in Oxford.”
Luna said the relationship 
between UPD and the narcot-
ics unit is a good one and he 
is in contact with them week-
ly. He said UPD enforcement 
has remained the same, even 
following media attention like 
the 60 Minutes segment.
“We will talk to anyone 
about our work,” Luna said. 
“We do not have anything to 
hide.”
He said narcotics are some-
thing law enforcement has to 
deal with or it would get out 
of hand and UPD, Oxford Po-
lice Department, the sheriff’s 
office and the narcotics unit 
are trying to control the issue 
from the “ground level— from 
someone smoking weed in 
their dorm room to someone 
selling pounds of cocaine.”
Pat Patterson, mayor of Ox-
ford, said he stands by the 
narcotics unit as well and 
said he thinks the narcotics 
unit is needed for the long-
term, even as changes are be-
ing made. He said the moves 
began before the 60 Minutes 
segment.
“There were already some 
changes in the works there,” 
Patterson said. “We brought 
in a new director, but that was 
happening long before that 
article came out.”
That new director is Rod 
Waller, who took leadership 
of the narcotics unit in Janu-
ary after Keith Davis, who had 
faced a lot of backlash due to 
the initial media attention, 
transferred into the sheriff’s 
department. Davis could not 
be reached for comment.
Waller has been working in 
drug enforcement for more 
than three decades. He be-
gan at the state level with the 
Mississippi Bureau of Nar-
cotics for eight or nine years 
then moved to the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Agency for 25 
years.
“I came in and I wanted to 
try to evaluate the way they 
had been doing things prior 
to this time,” Waller said.
He said one of the main 
things he’s looked at is the CI 
program and the unit is work-
ing toward having a program 
that fairly represents its juris-
diction as it enforces the con-
trolled substance laws.
“(The control board and 
I) just want to make sure 
that everybody agrees that 
our policies are in line with 
what people expect from us,” 
Waller said.
He said he plans to be 
hands-on, see what’s going on 
and have oversight. The com-
munity has been supportive of 
the change in leadership and 
the mission to better the unit.
“I think the people of Ox-
ford and Lafayette County 
and the University, generally 
speaking, I don’t think they 
want drugs here,” Waller said. 
“They don’t want people sell-
ing drugs, and I don’t think 
they want people to be using 
and abusing drugs. I think 
they’re supportive, but they 
want us to be held account-
able for the way we enforce 
these laws.”
The confidential informant 
program is essential to drug 
enforcement, Waller said. 
Without the program, they 
wouldn’t be nearly as effective 
and the University in particu-
lar has a high use of drugs. 
The program is focused on 
people who are distributing 
the drugs rather than just 
abusers.
He said there is always go-
ing to be drug use at the Uni-
versity but the goal is to keep 
the use somewhat controlled.
Waller himself said he has 
been a confidential informant 
and seen the effects of long-
term drug use on people. He’d 
spoken with a man in his 30s 
who was a heroin addict and 
had been hooked on drugs 
since he was 14 years old.
“Had we done a better job, 
had we stopped someone 
from selling for the first time, 
maybe he wouldn’t be there,” 
Waller said. “The war on 
drugs has been going on for 
a very long time, it’s still out 
there. I personally feel that 
we need to address the issues. 
We want to protect people 
from becoming dependent on 
drugs.”
Although confidential in-
formants are essential to the 
success of the unit, Waller 
said no one is forced to do 
anything and most students 
actually decline the offer.
“I guess they make an edu-
cated decision on what they’re 
looking at and decide not to 
do this,” Waller said.
The unit has already 
changed certain policies with-
in the CI program, like no 
longer having a set number 
on which a potential CI has to 
produce. 
The number of expect-
ed busts per informant had 
previously been very high, 
around 10.
 The unit is also steadily 
working toward becoming ac-
credited, which they are doing 
through the city’s police de-
partment.
A report from the unit, in-
cluding more recommen-
dations and suggestions for 
changes within the organiza-
tion from Waller, is due by 
July 1.
Students in Journalism 
377: Advanced Reporting 
contributed to this article. 
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If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“The Effects of Genistein, 
Thymoquinone, Epigallocatechin-
3-gallate, 5-Fluorouracil, and  
Low Level Laser Therapy on 




Honors College Room 016
28827
B.a. in BiocHemiSTry





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Supersonic Combustion 
Ramjet:   




Carrier Hall Room 223
28855
B.S.M.e. in MecHanical 
engineering






If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Food for Thought:  
A Quantitative Study 







Directed by: Carrie Smith
What is a
CI
For me, it is about how we create a culture 
where the vast majority of students can be 
successful and educated about the choices 
they’re making and that they make good 
choices.
A confidential infor-
mant is an individ-
ual who works for 
law enforcement to 
provide information 
relating to criminal 
activity. The use of 
CIs exist at all levels 
of law enforcement 
from the Lafayette 
Metro Narcotics Unit 
to the FBI. Some CIs, 
including ones from 
the unit, go into the 
program after they’ve 
been arrested in ex-
change for lessening 
their criminal case.
“
” - BRANDI HEPHNER LABANC




continued from page 1
Given the recent nationwide 
popularity of programs cen-
tered around skills such as 
computer programming and 
graphic design, the Depart-
ment of Writing & Rhetoric 
will be offering a new digital 
media studies minor next ac-
ademic year to supplement a 
wide variety of students and 
majors interested in adapting 
to the ever-changing digital 
landscape.
Debra Riley-Huff, head of 
web and digital scholarship 
for the J. D. Williams Library, 
is one of many faculty mem-
bers involved in developing 
the new digital media pro-
gram.
“You know, you come to the 
University and you go through 
your major, but as soon as 
you go out into the real world 
you’re expected to have some 
tech skills,”Riley-Huff said. 
“So, we wanted to give stu-
dents a path to acquire a 
healthy set of technical skills 
that they could use entering 
the job market.”
Although the minor is of-
fered through the Department 
of Writing & Rhetoric, the 
program is actually a collab-
oration of multiple schools 
such as the Department of 
Computer and Information 
Science as well as the Depart-
ment of Art and Art History.
Students who choose to take 
in the minor have the options 
of three available tracks— a 
computing emphasis, a digital 
communication emphasis and 
a digital art emphasis. Each 
of these tracks has the poten-
tial to supplement a variety of 
majors.
The courses required for 
each track of the minor are 
currently available for enroll-
ment in the fall. The minor 
hasn’t officially been added 
to the catalog of minors that 
the University offers, but Ri-
ley-Huff said this is expected 
to change in the near future.
“The idea is if you are a sci-
ence major and you know that 
you are going to have to be 
able to design things that look 
nice and make presentations, 
and you take the art track, you 
are going to come out with de-
sign skills,” Riley-Huff said. 
“These are the kind of skills 
we want students to have.”
Students across multiple 
areas of study said they are 
looking forward to applying 
these sorts of skills to their 
professional lives.
Mechanical engineering 
major Jason Zhang said he 
sees the program as an oppor-
tunity to pursue design and 
engineering simultaneously 
throughout his career.
“It’s hard to get work if I 
choose an art major,” Zhang 
said. “I chose mechanical en-
gineering, but I want to be a 
designer in the future, if I can. 
Once I heard that there is a 
minor about art and comput-
er science, [I thought], wow, 
that’s really exciting.”
In addition to the more spe-
cialized side of the minor, all 
students who choose to par-
ticipate in the program will 
take the two general course 
requirements— introduction 
to digital media studies and 
introduction to computation-
al media.
“[Students] are going to 
learn very basic program-
ming skills,” Riley-Huff said. 
“The programming language 
that is taught in that class is 
called ‘processing,’ and it’s 
becoming a very popular lan-
guage that is easy to learn and 
is used a lot in doing digital 
media stuff. Once you learn 
one programming language it 
is very easy to pick up others 
because it’s just changes in 
syntax.”
Riley-Huff said the intro-
duction of this minor is in-
strumental in ensuring stu-
dent access to technology on 
campus regardless of their 
major, something that many 
core faculty members have 
been pushing for over the 
years.
“I can’t speak for the Uni-
versity administration, but we 
are wanting to see the Univer-
sity go in that direction, be-
cause that is what the students 
are asking for,” she said. “We 
do think that we need more 
technology on campus. For 
example, let’s say a student 
wanted to use a 3D printer. 
If they are not a part of the 
Center for Manufacturing Ex-
cellence, they’re kind of out 
of luck. Everybody, no matter 
what your major is, should be 
able to access technology.”
Digital media studies minor coming this fall
AUSTIN HILLE
ahille1234@gmail.com resourceful as others, but 
some were worried it could 
result in less diversity, such 
as gridlock between plat-
forms.
“I wouldn’t have presented 
a rushed, thoughtless piece 
of legislation,” Bridges said. 
“I know that this would have 
had huge potential to posi-
tively impact our process.”
Regardless of his disap-
pointment in the veto, Bridg-
es said he respects Powell’s 
decision to veto the bill.
Powell said a similar bill 
could look completely dif-
ferent, but address the same 
issue. He affirmed there are 
other options that could po-
tentially achieve the same 
goals.
“It could look like ASB 
setting a portion of its in-
ternal budget to cover cam-
paign costs for those who 
aren’t financially able, or 
looking into changing the 
entire elections process that 
addresses these issues with 
more student input,” Powell 
said.
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          Congrats Wade 





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Elevated Corticosterone Levels 
Decrease Vocal Attractiveness 
and Elicit Non-Calling Mating 




Shoemaker Hall Room 323
28829
B.a. in Biology





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Calculating Liquefaction 
Potential of Northern 




Carrier Hall Room 101
28820
B.S.G.e. in GeoloGical 
enGineerinG













If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“The Role of a National 
Intelligence Estimate in 
Advancing U.S. Interests and 
Principles: A Case Study of 
Human Trafficking in Brazil”
Wednesday, May 4
at 2:00 pm
Odom Hall Room 101
28830
B.a. in PuBlic Policy 
leaderSHiP
Directed by: David Rutherford
(Right to Left) Corey Logan, Melissa Flynn and Reid Jeffries perform Tuesday afternoon during Union Unplugged.
Merv Webb blows bubbles in front of the Union Tuesday. 
Lena and Merv Webb high five each other.
PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT
PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT
PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT
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Sudoku #2 Insane Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 15
The only rew
ard of virtue is virtue.
6 1
6 8 9




4 7 5 1
2 5 6
9 4



























































































































































Complete the grid so that 
every row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 with no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
36487
Visit us at www.theolemissgolfcourse.com
Pro Shop





The summer of 2016 promises to be an amazing season, 
especially if you’re a book fan. Look to the shelves to find 
long-celebrated authors like Don DeLillo and J.K. Rowl-
ing, but also to witness the debut of new storytellers such 
as Elizabeth J. Church. Media personalities such as Bob-
by Bones will see summer 2016 as their emergence into 
the world of written word as well. This summer promises 
nothing short of diverse fun in all genres.
1. 2.
“Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child”
“The Raven King”
For all of you Harry Potter fans, a new story in the mag-
ical world of wizards will be appearing in the form of a play 
co-written by J.K. Rowling and Jack Thorne. This play will 
combine Harry’s adult life as a member of the Ministry of Mag-
ic with the teenage struggles of his son Albus at our beloved 
Hogwarts. “Harry Potter and the Cursed Child” promises a 
new and exciting tale on July 31. For all of you Potterheads, 
getting a book on Rowling and Harry Potter’s birthday will be a 
dream come true. Along with this exciting return to Hogwarts, 
J.K. Rowling will make her screenwriting debut with the original 
screenplay version of “Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find 
Them,” which will be published and produced Nov. 19. Defi-
nitely worth the wait.
Another long-awaited young adult novel is Maggie Stief-
vater’s “The Raven King,” which premiered April 26 and con-
cluded her beloved series, “Raven Cycle.” Stiefvater made a 
name for herself in the young adult genre with books like 
“Shiver” and “The Scorpio Races.” Stiefvater’s latest series 
combines her patented love for automobiles with Welsh my-
thology and Southern ghost stories. This shocking and emo-
tionally-wrought finale to the “Raven Cycle” series will satisfy all 
of Stiefvater’s long-time and newfound fans alike. Will Gansey 
find the Welsh king? Will Blue and Gansey both be able to 
overcome the prophecies surrounding their shared doom? Will 
Ronan’s crush find a happy end? Find out soon.
COURTESY: AMAZON.COM COURTESY: AMAZON.COM






If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“A Comparative Analysis of 
Curriculum Content  




Farley Hall Room 126
28867
B.S. in inTegraTed 
MarkeTing 
CoMMuniCaTionS





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Intersectional Identity 
Entrepreneurship: Historic 
Case of Viola Turner Pursuing   




Holman Hall Room 230
28858
B.B.a. in Managerial 
Finance





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Hospitality, Hunting, and 
the Home in Garden & Gun: 
Deconstructing Southern Identity 












If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Autism Spectrum Disorder:  
How Does Transitional Planning 
from Preschool to Elementary 




Honors College Room 025
29798
B.S. in CommuniCaTion 
SCienCeS & DiSorDerS





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“A Practical Guide 
to Chemical Process 
Optimization: Analysis  
of a Styrene Plant”
Wednesday, May 4
at 3:00 pm
Honors College Room 016
28874
B.S.CH. e. in CHemiCal 
engineering






“Bare Bones: I’m Not Lonely if 
You’re Reading this Book”
“Finders Keepers”
In another story buried in the importance of time and 
space, Elizabeth J. Church’s “The Atomic Weight of Love” 
brings elements of historical fiction together in a beautiful 
debut examining youth counterculture in World War II era 
Chicago and New Mexico. Main character Meridian Wallace 
looks to further her scientific career, despite the expectations 
of her society, in a world where change for women and mi-
norities is about to explode onto the page. Church’s first novel 
will hit the shelves May 3 and is anticipated by many ac-
claimed authors, such as Tara Conklin and Caroline Leavitt.
And for those of you looking for something es-
pecially serious and thought-provoking, Don De-
Lillo is delivering once again with his highly-antici-
pated novel “Zero K,” which came out May 3. A 
blurb released on Amazon describes everything 
the book encapsulates about humanity’s struggle 
with death and the afterlife: “We are born without 
choosing to be. Should we have to die in the 
same manner? Isn’t it a human glory to refuse to 
accept a certain fate?” If you’re looking for heavy 
subject matter to ponder on your porch, Don De-
Lillo’s “Zero K” is the summer book for you.
“Bare Bones: I’m Not Lonely If You’re Reading This Book” is the 
stirring story of country radio star Bobby Bones, host of The Bobby 
Bones Show. Bones is famous for running the most popular country 
music show in America, but he came from humble beginnings in 
Arkansas. Bones regales with stories from his childhood, ranging from 
laughs when his grandmother taught him how to play poker, to the 
more sobering memories, like his mother shoplifting to keep food on 
the table. Bones’s poignant memoir doesn’t shy away from the trials 
of his struggle with obsessive-compulsive disorder either. This memoir, 
appearing May 17, promises to be heart-warming in the best way.
 
If you’re looking for something suspenseful 
and exciting, look no further than Stephen King’s 
most recent novel, “Finders Keepers.” King’s most 
recent addition to his collection of horror and 
thrills is the second book in his Bill Hodges trilo-
gy and hit the shelves on March 22. It sees the 
obsessed-reader-haunted-writer storyline back to 
life and is sure to keep its readers up all night 
throughout this summer.
Whether it’s long-awaited young adult conclusions, historical fiction or thought-provoking literary fiction, all your favorite authors 
old and new will deliver. Between the summer blockbusters and Netflix marathons, make sure you take an afternoon to indulge in 
some good reading. This summer will have it all.
COURTESY: AMAZON.COM COURTESY: AMAZON.COM
COURTESY: AMAZON.COM COURTESY: AMAZON.COM
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CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:  
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day in ad-
vance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is 
in session except during the summer session which is Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.
RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 
To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable 
products or services.
201 BISHOP HALL   •   662.915.5503
Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text -  extra $0.50 per word
APARTMENT FOR RENT
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH town-
house with W/ D included. No pets. 1 
year lease. Quiet atmosphere. Deposit 
and references required. Call (662)234-
0000 
ONE BEDROOM apartment available 
June 1st. $600.00 includes utilities. 
Beautiful, quiet lake setting. Profession-
al/Graduate student preferred. Back-
ground check required. (662)832-0029 
THE PARK AT OXFORD now leas-
ing. 2BR/1BA condo with all appli-
ances, W/D, pool, fitness room. $925 
per month including cable, internet, 
water, sewer services. Close to cam-
pus!(662)816-4293 
MOLLY BARR TRAILS now leasing 
for fall. Spacious 2BR/2BA apartments 
with all appliances, W/D, fitness room 
and swimming pool. $600 per person 
includes cable, internet, water, sewer 
services. Walking distance to campus! 
(662)816-8800 www.mollybarrtrails.com 
HOUSE FOR RENT
GREAT 4 BR RENTAL! 4 Br/4.5 Ba 
in coveted Magnolia Grove. $1800/




SUBLEASE AVAILABLE NOW 1 
Bedroom @The Connection $515 per 
month, will pay all fees and first month 
rent. 662-307-0204 
CONDO FOR RENT
EDINBURGH CONDO 2BEDROOM, 
2.5BATH Half mile from campus. Call 
Joe: (601)906-3131 
ESPLANADE RIDGE CONDO Fabu-
lous condo available. 2 BR, 2.5 Bath. 
Less than a mile from campus. $1,250 
per month. (601)880-9687 
WEEKEND RENTAL
WEEKEND RENTALS Event week-
ends or any time. Locally owned 
and operated, BBB accredited www. 
oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692 
PART-TIME
NOW HIRING: BARISTA OPENING 
at Chaney’s Pharmacy. Please drop 
resume off at Chaney’s Pharmacy 
501 Bramlett Blvd. or email: info@ 
chaneyspharmacy.com 
PETS FOR SALE
GORGEOUS T-CUP YORKIE! Male/ 
female. AKC reg., champion blood-




BIRMINGHAM – Ole Miss se-
niors Abby Newton (Katy, Tex-
as) and Alison Hovatter (Me-
ridianville, Alabama) picked up 
some more hardware as they 
both earned accolades from the 
SEC office on Tuesday. Newton 
was named co-SEC Scholar Ath-
lete of the Year, while Hovatter 
was named to the SEC Commu-
nity Service Team.
Newton becomes the first Ole 
Miss player to win SEC Scholar 
Athlete of the Year honors and 
shares the award with Tennes-
see’s Lucia Polo, while Hovatter 
was named to the Community 
Service Team for the second 
consecutive season.
Newton has had a very suc-
cessful collegiate career both 
on and off the course. She’s ap-
peared on both the Dean and 
Chancellor’s honor rolls at Ole 
Miss and is a three-time Wom-
en’s Golf Coaches Association 
All-American Scholar. Addi-
tionally she’s a two-time SEC 
Spring Academic Honor Roll re-
cipient and was a member of the 
SEC First Year Academic Hon-
or Roll. This year, she was in-
ducted into the 2015-16 Who’s 
Who of American Colleges and 
Universities and has been nom-
inated for CoSIDA Academic 
All-District honors in three con-
secutive years.
On the course, Newton has 
had an impressive collegiate ca-
reer. She became one of just 12 
Rebels to earn medalist honors 
in their collegiate career by win-
ning the Memphis FedEx In-
tercollegiate in the fall of 2014. 
Newton had a tremendous fall 
season in her senior campaign. 
She lead the Rebels with a 72.67 
stroke average and tied the 
school record for single lowest 
round firing a 7-under par 65 
at the CSU Fall Invitational. In 
that same tournament she set 
a new school record for two 
rounds with a two-round score 
of 135 (70-65—135) en route to 
her career low for 54 holes of 
206. Over the course of her ca-
reer, Newton has posted three 
top-five finishes. Newton quali-
fied for the NCAA Regionals as 
an individual in 2014 where she 
fired a three-day score of 220 
and was a member of the 2013 
squad that participated in the 
NCAA Regionals.
Hovatter was named to the 
SEC Community Service team 
for the second straight year and 
joins members from each of the 
other 14 SEC institutions.
Hovatter, who is heavily in-
volved with the Ole Miss chapter 
of Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes (FCA), has been highly ac-
tive in the Ole Miss and Oxford 
and Lafayette county communi-
ties since arriving at Ole Miss. 
Hovatter leads a weekly bible 
study with Ole Miss volleyball 
player Rachael Weathersby for 
high school girls at Oxford high 
school and, through her par-
ticipation in FCA, has helped 
to build a home for an elderly 
resident in Oxford, while also 
spending time visiting with res-
idents at a local nursing home. 
Hovatter is very devout in her 
faith and most recently was fea-
tured in the June issue of the 
FCA Magazine sharing her tes-
timony. Additionally, Hovatter 
shared her testimony during the 
2015 Ole Miss Rebel Intercolle-
giate Easter Service, sharing her 
story of faith with all the teams 
in town for the women’s golf 
Rebel Intercollegiate golf tour-
nament.
Additionally, Hovatter has 
given back though the game of 
golf by serving as a camp coun-
selor at the Ole Miss golf camps 
each of the past four years while 
also serving as a participant 
each of the last four years at the 
Ole Miss National Women’s and 
Girls in Sports Day program.
Hovatter was also a consis-
tent performer for the Rebels on 
the course with a 74.75 stroke 
average and two top-10 finishes 
on the year. Hovatter also fired 
a career-low 69 at the Lady 
Bulldog Invitational to open the 
spring– an event she finished 
tied for first place.
The SEC names a Community 
Service Team for each of its 21 
league-sponsored sports, look-
ing to highlight an athlete from 
each school who gives back to 
his or her community through 
superior service efforts. All 
league-sponsored sports have 
had a community service team 
since 2004, with at-large teams 
for men and women’s sports 
being chosen from 1999-2003. 
The SEC began this concept 
with a football community ser-
vice team in 1994.
Newton and Hovatter honored with SEC accolades
OLEMISSSPORTS.COM
Alison Hovatter follows through a swing during a tournament earlier this year. 
COURTESY: OLEMISSSPORTS.COM






If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Meaning and Resilience as 
Predictors of Posttraumatic 












If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“The Effects of Parental 




The Lott Conference Room 
28865
B.a. in PuBlic Policy 
leaderSHiP





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Wastewater Treatment 
Plants: a Comparison of 
Three Different Plants and 
Their Processes, Facilities, 
and Challenges They Face”
Wednesday, May 4
at 4:00 pm
Shoemaker Hall Room 323
28833
B.a. in Biology






If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.







Shoemaker Hall Room 114
28832
B.a. in Biology





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.








B. a. in inTernaTional 
STudieS
Directed by: Alice Cooper
THE OLE MISS 2015-2016 YEARBOOK
MUST HAVE STUDENT ID! MAY
9:00am - 4:00pm
9, 10, 11, 12, 13
201 Bishop
PICK UP YOUR FREE* YEARBOOK!
4, 5, 6
201 Bishop
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
* Free for students who have paid full tuititon for the 
2015-2016 school year.
Ole Miss takes on Arkansas 
Pine-Bluff tonight in their last 
midweek action at Swayze Stadi-
um this season.
Ole Miss is currently 21-3 in 
non-conference competition, and 
10-2 in midweek competition. The 
Rebels went 8-6 in the midweek 
last season, and 15-14 in non-con-
ference competition overall.
Ole Miss defeated Arkasnas 
Pine-Bluff last season in a game 
that was much closer than it prob-
ably should have been. Ole Miss 
was trailing going into the final 
inning 6-4, but the Rebels mount-
ed a three run ninth inning to win 
7-6.
Chad Smith will likely start his 
third straight midweek game this 
week. Smith has been pretty solid 
since taking over a midweek role. 
The junior has gone 10 innings in 
his previous two starts only sur-
rendering two earned runs. Smith 
gave the Rebels multiple chances 
to win the Governor’s Cup last 
Tuesday night, only allowing two 
runs in five innings to a potent of-
fensive team in Mississippi State.
Ole Miss needs Smith to find 
success for them to be at full 
strength come postseason play. 
The junior right hander has 
flashed velocity up to 95 miles per 
hour this season and possesses re-
ally good secondary stuff. Smith 
could be a valuable option out of 
the bullpen or as a starter in a re-
gions type setting for the Rebels.
Coming off arguably the best 
offensive performance of the year, 
Ole Miss will look to continue the 
hot streak at the plate on Wednes-
day night. The Rebels will need to 
be in stride this weekend as they 
head to Georgia. Georgia has a fu-
ture high draft pick in Robert Ty-
ler going for them on Friday night. 
Tyler shut down the 2014 Ole 
Miss team that went to Omaha in 
Oxford.
The real reason that this game 
is important for Ole Miss is sim-
ple. They can not afford a loss to a 
sub 200 RPI team. Pine-Bluff cur-
rently sits 278 In the RPI, and if 
Ole Miss were to come out on the 
short end of the stick, the Rebels 
would likely fall out of the top sev-
en or eight of the RPI standings. 
Ole Miss currently is number six. 
The Rebels have had no bad losses 
on the season, as their “worst” loss 
was to No.  76 Tennessee. Ole Miss 
needs to keep the “no bad losses” 
stat going for them, as it could be 
a key metric come the postseason.
Rebels ready for Pine-Bluff
COLLIN BRISTER 
thedmsports@gmail.com
Ole Miss is 33-12 and 12-9 in 
SEC play. It planted itself firm-
ly in the middle of the hosting 
conversation. It has three games 
at Georgia this weekend, before 
its penultimate series at home 
against Kentucky, followed by 
a trip to Blue Bell Park to meet 
No. 2 Texas A&M to end the year. 
With the exception of drawing 
the Aggies to end the year,  the 
schedule could be more daunt-
ing.
This team needs four more 
SEC wins to get to that magic No. 
16 and feel good about its hosting 
chances, something that seems a 
bit more attainable than it did a 
month ago.
Of course, it’s entirely possible 
this run could just be a bright spot 
in an otherwise pedestrian sea-
son. It’s entirely possible the back 
end of a weekend rotation Bianco 
spent a month patching up could 
give way again. But when you 
look down into a bullpen that’s 
been dominant all year, and see 
names like Short, Pagnozzi, Feigl 
and Stokes, there appears to be a 
safety net.
It’s surely possible that this of-
fensive stretch is just a spark that 
produces no flame, but what if 
it’s not?
Can you really say there’s not 
enough there? Woodman and 
Robinson played in Omaha. Bor-
tles and Lartigue are now juniors 
and Olenek sure does not appear 
to be intimidated by much.
What if David Parkinson and 
McArthur keep making enough 
pitches to turn it over  to a bull-
pen that’s been dominant this 
year?
What if this brand current of 
baseball is more the result of a 
bunch of moving pieces finally 
meshing rather than a temporary 
stroke of luck?
Sure, it would have been nice 
to beat South Carolina at home, 
or to have found a way to get two 
games in Tuscaloosa. No one 
would argue that the Rebels have 
let a couple of opportunities go 
by the wayside this year. But it 
didn’t on Sunday, and it provided 
a sense of satisfaction and maybe 
even vindication for Mike Bian-
co’s club.
“We needed this one in the 
sense that we needed to beat a 
team that is right there with us,” 
Bianco said on Saturday. “We ha-
ven’t done that. We’ve had a great 
year, but we haven’t played our 
best ball against the best teams.”
All of those questions will soon 
be answered, but one thing is for 
certain: Ole Miss is trending in 
the right direction, and like some 
of Bianco’s previous clubs, it’s 
coming at the right time.
BASEBALL
continued from page 12
Will Stokes pitches during the final game of the LSU series. 
PHOTO BY: EVAN TURNER
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Mike Bianco is no stranger to 
having teams get hot at the right 
time. In 2005, his team won six 
of its last nine games to end the 
year and sparked a run that led 
them to the SEC championship 
game, and also the opportunity 
to play host to Texas in the pro-
gram’s first ever super regional. 
His 2006 team started 1-5 before 
finishing 17-7 on its way to win-
ning the SEC tournament and 
hosting a second-consecutive 
super regional against Miami. 
Things seemed to click later in 
the year.
It appears this year’s edition of 
his team, one that on the mound 
has dealt with the growing pains 
of getting acclimated to pitching 
the SEC while overcoming a slow 
start offensively, have arrived at 
a similar cusp this year.
Ole Miss won five of its last six 
SEC games including a sweep 
of Auburn with its first series in 
against No. 9 LSU since 2010. 
Since being swept by South 
Carolina at home, and stymied 
by Dakota Hudson and Austin 
Sexton in Starkville en route to a 
2-6 start in SEC play, it has since 
found its footing. The Rebels are 
10-3 in their last 13 SEC games. 
It appears, for now at least, it 
has found an answer at the end 
of its rotation in freshman James 
McArthur, who has given up just 
one run in his last 26.1 innings 
pitched.
That offense bailed them out 
at times early in the year, but left 
them hanging when SEC play be-
gan, appears to be back to doing 
the former.
Henri Lartigue is hitting .381 
in SEC play. The junior catcher’s 
31 hits and .433 on base percent-
age appeared to be capable of 
carrying a lineup down the home 
stretch of its SEC schedule. That 
is until J.B. Woodman reminded 
everyone he is someone to watch 
when the MLB rolls around in 
June with a 6-12 weekend at 
the plate and a three home run 
performance this past weekend 
against LSU. Add eight more 
RBI’s and he moved into the 
team lead with 18 in league play.
“In every phase of the game 
he was tremendous, and was an 
impact in every game,” Ole Miss 
Head Coach Mike Bianco said af-
ter Saturday’s win. “I don’t know 
if I’ve ever seen a position play-
er for three games in a row just 
play so well and be so impactful 
in each game.”
Not to mention his three as-
sists to the plate that neutralized 
an extremely agressive Tiger 
team on the base paths.
He wasn’t the only one, 
though. Tate Blackman had a 
three-hit game twice this past 
weekend, and if you add in fresh-
man Ryan Olenek, who by the 
way peppered a first pitch fast-
ball over the wall in the ninth 
two Sundays ago against Auburn 
to cap a three-run comeback in 
a sweep, the Rebels now have 
four guys batting .300 in SEC 
play. And Colby Bortles three-hit 
game with a long ball on Sunday 
appeared to be yet another sign 
that this offense may finally be 
tapping its potential. The knock 
on this lineup was its inability to 
hit good pitching, and it certain-




Are the Rebels ready to make a postseason push?
SEE BASEBALL PAGE 11
Junior Errol Robinson throws to second base in attempt for a double play during Saturday’s win over LSU.
PHOTO BY: EVAN TURNER
